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Mi’kmaq heritage centre
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Featuring artwork and artifacts from First Nations cul-
tures across Canada, the Mi’kmaw Cultural Centre in 
Cleveland allows visitors to view such items as the tiny 
native drums featured in this display case.
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Originally designed as a fish hatchery and now serving as a Mi’kmaw Cultural Cen-
tre under the Friends United initiative, this Cleveland building is capable of hosting 
meetings and similar functions for groups of any size, in an environment designed to 
showcase Canada’s many First Nations cultures. 
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This is one of many creations of Cape Breton Mi’kmaw artists on display in the Cleve-
land cultural centre.
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Reflecting the beauty and diversity of Canada’s north-
ern cultures, these five paintings are found near the en-
trance to one of the Mi’kmaw Cultural Centre’s many 
meeting rooms. 

CLEVELAND- Once 
home to a local fish hatch-
ery, a building in western 
Richmond County has 
emerged as a meeting place, 
a home for aboriginal art, 
and a tribute to Canada’s 
First Nations. 

The Mi’kmaw Cultural 
Centre, located on Highway 
4 in Cleveland, is operated 
by Auld’s Cove business-
man Rolf Boumann, the 
owner-operator of Canadian 
Pioneer Estates and a co-
founder of the Friends 
United Arts Initiative. 
Boumann originally con-
ceived the building as a 
storage facility for a pub-
lishing house and a home 
for the works of aboriginal 
artists that partnered with 
the native of Germany on 
his Friends United art dis-
plays and books, but sud-
denly found it growing 
beyond his initial expecta-
tions. 

“The artists were look-
ing for a display case, so we 
put a small room in there 
first, but it got bigger, and 
then it got even bigger,” 
Boumann recalled.

At the request of 
Assembly of First Nations 

regional chief Morley 
Googoo, who sits on the 
advisory board for the 
Friends United initiative, 
Boumann set up the 
Cleveland building to host 
meetings of aboriginal ini-
tiatives. 
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The development also 
caught the attention of 
Shirley McNamara, the 
area’s municipal councillor, 
and other levels of govern-
ment seeking to use the 
space for private discus-
sions on various issues. 

“We’ve had meetings in 
there - small ones, so far, 
with only 30-40 people,” 
Boumann noted. 

“But the meeting places 
have certainly become 
known much faster than I 
expected.”

While Boumann and his 
associates are not ready to 
open the Cleveland facility 
to the public, they are cur-
rently undergoing the nec-
essary steps to welcome 
visitors to the Mi’kmaw 
Cultural Centre on a regu-
lar basis. 

“Before I can do it, I 
would have to look at fire 
regulations and what the 
building inspector would 
say,” Boumann pointed 
out. 

“But I hope to do that 
down the road.”

Once that time arrives, 
Boumann is confident that 
those in attendance will be 
touched by the care that he 
and his colleagues have 
taken to display aboriginal 
artwork and artifacts from 
all regions of Canada. 

“Most of the artists had 
tears in their eyes when 
they saw the facility for the 

first time, because they 
didn’t expect anything like 
that at all, especially in a 
location out there,” 
Boumann recalled. 

“So when I saw these 
tears in their eyes, I saw 
that it was the right thing to 
do, because I was very 
proud that somebody rec-
ognized the importance of 
the work and genuine effort 
for everybody to have a 
chance to see it down the 
road.”

The significance of the 

cultural centre has also hit 
home for Boumann’s asso-
ciate Dominique Fisher, a 
native of Frankfurt who 
has spent three years in the 
area and now designs fin-
ished prints of many of the 
works on display in the 
Cleveland venue. 

“I work very closely 
with the artists... and for 
me, when I see the artists 
coming in and they’re so 
proud to see their artwork, 
it’s just perfect,” Fisher 
beamed. 
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unveiled to the public
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Visitors are greeted by many paintings depicting the aboriginal devotion to wildlife 
and nature, such as this effort from Canada’s northern cultures. 
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Multi-media presentations are among the many meeting options available to users 
of the Mi’kmaw Cultural Centre, which is not yet open to the general public but is 
targeted to welcome casual visitors in the foreseeable future, according to centre op-
erator Rolf Boumann. 
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A regular meeting place for aboriginal leaders, this 
meeting room features a display of the many artists that 
have contributed to the Friends United initiative. 

www.989xfm.ca

           Remembers 
                 Our 
       Veterans 
           Past 
           and 
        Present




